
 
 

HOT OFF THE PRESS! 

Shakespeare in the Formosa 
Garden  

 

 
 

The Garden Directors are thrilled to 
announce a brand new ticketed event for 
2019 – the staging of “A Midsummer 
Night's Dream” on Wednesday 10th July.   

This extra special production of one of 
the Bard’s most popular works is being 
sponsored by our wonderful agents 
Westbourne Estates to ensure the cost 
per resident is as low as possible. Tickets 
are likely to go quickly and will go on sale 
first to garden residents and thereafter 
to our neighbouring gardens.    

Watch our newsletters and website for 
more information as we get it.  

Tickets  

Tickets will go on sale from the end of 
April.  Prices are likely to be Adults £25, 
Children £12.50 with a small discount for 
larger groups.  

An overview of the Performance 

For this production of Shakespeare’s wild 
play of love and magic, the action is 
transplanted to 1920s Britain, a country 
bruised by battle and economic hardship 
where our lovers chafe against the 

conventions of an older generation and 
seek to escape its constraints to find 
freedom in the forest. 

There they stumble upon a riotous world 
untouched by time, still revelling in 
illusion. Moonlight suffuses this drama, 
bringing romance and a touch of 
madness – even in an oppressive world, 
all manner of things can happen under 
cover of night. 

This story crosses three clear worlds; the 
court, the fairies and the Mechanicals, all 
in their own way caught up in what 
magic means. This reaches its most 
fantastical pitch in the fairy world, with 
its tale of swapped lovers, stolen boys 
and fantastic beasts, a place where time 
itself has its own strange laws and one 
night can change a life. In our 
production, to enter the forest is to 
embark on a journey back in time, to a 
pre-war world held forever in a golden 
age of magic inspired by the glory days 
of circus, rich opulent colours and lights 
and all the fun of the fair, contrasting 
sharply with the austerity of the court, 
but with a dark edge too. 

Then there are the Mechanicals, 
labourers hit by economic downturn 
trying to change their lives and curry 
favour through the transformative 
power of theatre. The audience will 
surely fall half in love with long-suffering 
director Quince trying gamely to 
resurrect the glory days of pre-war West 
End Theatre on a music hall budget, and 
with a cast of out-of-work labourers led 
by bully Bottom, who fancies themselves 
the next Harry Champion or Kate Carney. 

Musically, this version of the play offers 
a wonderfully rich and broad palette, 
from the romantic songs of 20s crooners 
to the arch and witty ditties of the music 

hall, and gives us scope for a range of 
dance styles and magical circus inspired 
movement work. There’s also so much 
fun to be had in thinking of Shakespeare 
in the Squares itself as a travelling circus, 
rolling into town, creating a night of 
magic, then disappearing like a dream. 
We will embrace spectacle and put on a 
real show, for this most magical of 
Shakespeare’s comedies… 
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Message from Robert the 
Gardener  

Well, what a difference a year makes.  
Last spring, we endured the various 
bitterly cold ‘beasts’ resulting in many of 
our favourite heralds of warmer 
weather, the likes of crocus, daffodil and 
tulips, all going on strike and refusing to 
budge.  When the weather finally broke 
and temperatures began to rise 
everything seemed to happen all at 
once, albeit rather late.  The unusual site 
of dwarf daffodils rubbing along 
shoulder to shoulder with tulips and 
bluebells is something you don’t see very 
often. 

This spring we experienced unseasonably 
warm weather in February and early 
bulbs such as crocus, aconites and 
snowdrops couldn’t wait to push their 
heads above ground.  Blink and you’d 
miss the flowers, they were over so 
quickly.  Plants are just such 
opportunists, a window of nice weather 
and up they pop, flowers appear to 
attract grateful pollinators and bingo, 
within a few weeks abundant quantities 
of seed are ready to expand their 
families still further.   

Although a frustrating start to this year 
aesthetically, we shall reap the benefits 
in future years as these naturalised drifts 
of bulbs slowly but surely increase in 
size. 

Last year’s weather was challenging to 
say the least.  The magnificent summer 
with its record high temperatures can 
certainly focus the mind on the fact that 
in a sizeable garden such as Formosa we 

only have one tap and more 
than forty new trees to keep 
happy and alive.  Anyway, 
we managed it and they are 
all thriving.   

I’m expecting the new trees to start 
showing off this year, to show everyone 
just why they were chosen.  I’m looking 
forward to seeing the avenue of Malus 
‘Everest’ up by the woodland area.  
These tough little crab apples have, as 
the name suggests, a wonderful white 
blossom and this year we have under-
planted well over a thousand snowdrops 
at their feet, so this previously empty 
area is now looking rather resplendent 
with the new path shape and its white, 
fruity sentries. 

Who knows what the weather will throw 
at us this year?  A repeat of last summer 
would be nice, but life is a learning curve 
so this year we’ve treated ourselves to a 
very long hose!  

 

The Master Plan and pollarding 

It is that time of the year once again 
when we need to remove the epicormic 
shoots from all the plane trees around 
the garden to ensure they remain fit and 
healthy and this work commenced this 
Monday 25th March.  

At the same time, we are removing 5 
trees as identified for removal in the 
Master Plan for year 3. It is planned that 
these works will take approximately 2 
weeks and the garden will be back to 
normal before Easter.  

A note from the Directors 

We would like to ask you to keep the 
garden clear by removing any items that 
have been left lying around on the grass 
and paths. If they haven’t been taken 
inside by 23rd April they will be taken 
away by the gardeners. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

• Open Gardens Weekend –  
8th-9th June 

• Summer party – 6th July 

• AGM – 9th July  

• Shakespeare in the Garden – 
10th July 

• Bonfire night – 2nd November 

  

 

 

 

 


