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Spring has sprung 
The evenings are finally getting 
longer and the dreary dark winter 
months will soon be behind us. We 
even kept the big tree lights on for 
longer to help brighten up the 
evenings in January. We hope you 
noticed! 

Garden rules in the summer 
As residents are more likely to be 
spending time in the garden over the 
coming months, the Formosa board 
would encourage you to refamiliarise 
yourself with the garden rules which 
have recently changed. A summary 
of the key rules is set out below, 
created to ensure residents respect 
the right of others to the peaceful 
enjoyment of the garden.   

Have a great summer! 

• Ball games are only permitted 
for children under the age of 10 
providing it does not disturb 
others. Remote controlled toys, 
roller skates etc. and drones are 
forbidden. 

• It is not allowed to climb trees, 
pick flowers or play in the beds. 
Children must not be left 
unsupervised.  

• Barbecues and other cooking 
equipment are prohibited. Users 
of the garden shall be 
responsible for removing any 
rubbish.  

• Residents must ensure that noise 
is kept at a level which does not 
cause disturbance to others at all 
times. This includes loud music, 
games or noisy animals, 
particularly after 8pm. 

• Parties in the garden involving 
over 10 people must have prior 

permission from 
Formosa Amenity.  
Agreement must be 
made with immediate 
neighbours. All parties 
must end by 8pm. No glassware, 
tables or garden furniture are 
allowed. 
 

Gardening updates  

Since our last newsletter, some forty 
new trees have been planted. Just 
hours after the last fireworks 
successfully exploded in the 
November sky (as always, the 
Formosa bonfire night was a roaring 
success), a huge lorry from the tree 
nursery rolled in with its precious 
cargo.  These trees will have 
significant impact on the garden and 
very probably your life and 
memories.   

 

Their life expectancy ranges from 
around 80 years for the Birch to 500+ 
years for the Platanus and Limes.  So 
it is likely that your children, 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren may play in the shade 
underneath them.  Please take 
pictures of them as they grow and 
develop without you noticing.  It will 
be fun to look back on how small and 
puny they once were, just like 
watching a kid’s photo album.   

Forty huge holes were dug to 
accommodate the new arrivals, 
leaving us with around 10 tons of 

surplus soil. Another I Spy question - 
where did it all go?  Did we pay 
£500+ on skips?  No, we cunningly 
resculptured the bonfire mound.  So 
if you now walk up when you used to 
jog up, that’s because it has a 
steeper but aesthetically more 
pleasing gradient.   

The garden has looked and smelled 
good this winter.  Shrubs such as 
Sarcoccoca, with its intoxicating 
sweet vanilla scent and the various 
Mahonia species with Lily of the 
Valley fragrance have filled the air.  
The iridescent stems of dogwood – 
bright red, orange and yellow – catch 
the eye.  Likewise, the bright 
crimson branches of the Japanese 
Acer ‘Sangukaku’ shine across the 
garden.   

Soon it will be spring bulb time.  
Already they are pushing their heads 
up, getting ready to transform the 
bleak winter landscape into 
something far more acceptable.   

More than 7,000 crocus bulbs were 
planted last year (each with its own 
hole!); nearly 2,000 bluebells; more 
than 3,000 dwarf-scented daffodils; 
and as a spring finale – 800 tulips 
(also all with their own holes!).  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

• Open Gardens weekend –  
17th-18th June 

• AGM – 26th June 
• Summer party – 1st July  
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